
For parents like Erin Peterson the shutdown of in-person learning in the public schools in March,
2020, was an immense challenge. Although she could work from home, teaching her four daughters
put the family in a day-to-day survival mode. 

“As a tax preparer the timing could not have been worse,” recalls Erin. “I was working 70 hours a
week and trying to figure out how to teach our children. We did just enough to get by; it was just an
educational band-aid.”

Looking for a long-term solution Erin and her husband Zach toured Saint Rose School. “We knew
right away this was the type of school we grew up in—both in small towns,” says Erin. “Switching
our kids for the 2020-21 school year was a great decision.”

That choice was affirmed shortly after the school year began. “The first week I had teachers reaching
out, welcoming our family to the school, telling me how the girls were doing. They figured out their
personalities very quickly.”

Things got even better as the school year went on. “I would get random emails from teachers telling
me what one of our daughters did that day,” says Erin. “I could celebrate with her when she came
home. I could see the excitement that her teacher took the time to tell me what happened in school.”

After one year in the school—all in-person, Erin’s evaluation includes two traits that really stood out:
 • “The staff dedicates a lot of time getting to know the students, which allows them to modify things
on the fly to help your child learn.”
 • “The girls learned about organization and being accountable for their school work. It was difficult
at the beginning because that was new to them. However, they caught up and got to where they
needed to be very quickly. It was exciting to see them come home and get going on their homework
right away.”

This year Anna is in grade 8, Gracie grade 6, Evaliz grade 4 and Janay grade 1. 
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Other things to know about the Peterson family:
• Erin grew up on a farm near Napoleon, ND, went to North Dakota State
University (NDSU) for two years before transferring to the University of
Minnesota’s Carlson School of Management. With a Master’s in business
taxation, she works as a tax signing director for CLA. At Saint Rose Erin
organizes the uniform sales and is a member of the Loaves and Fishes team.
• Zach, who was raised in Mahnomen, MN, also attended NDSU where he
and Erin met. They were married in 2001. Zach works in the Twin Cities
for his family’s business Winter Truck Line.
• The entire family enjoys road trips. Two years ago they traveled West and
visited 15 National Parks. This year they went to the East Coast, including
Niagara Falls shown in the photo.


